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“ And  Pharaoh  said,  Who  is  the  Lord  that 
I should  obey  His  voice.  ...  I know 
not  the  Lord  ” (Exod.  v.  2). 

“ They  say  unto  God,  Depart  from  us  : for 
we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  Thy  ways. 
What  is  the  Almighty  that  we  should  serve 
Him?”  (Job  xxi.  14,  15.) 

“ They  set  their  mouth  against  the  heavens  ” 
(Ps.  lxxiii.  9). 

“ They  cast  Him  out  of  the  vineyard”  (Mark 
xii.  8). 

“ There  was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn  ” 
(Luke  ii.  7). 

“ They  all  with  one  consent  began  to  make 
excuse”  (Luke  xiv.  18). 

“ Despisest  thou  the  riches  of  His  good- 
ness and  forbearance  and  long-suffering : not 
knowing  that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth 
thee  to  repentance?  ” (Rom.  ii.  4.) 


THE  EXILED  GOD 


Twenty=five  Years  ago  and 


HE  last  twenty-five  years 


have  witnessed  an  extra- 
ordinary acceleration  of  the  speed 
of  popular  education.  Children 
are  now  being  taught  subjects 
which  their  sires  were  not  per- 
mitted to  learn  at  their  age. 
“ Education  ” is  the  watchword  of 
nearly  all  parties.  This  higher 
education  has  provided,  for 
younger  men  especially,  a new 
outlook  upon  most  of  the  current 
questions  which  demand  investi- 
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TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  AGO 


gation  ; and  concurrently  with  the 
new  view,  a new  mode  of  speech 
has  come  into  vogue.  But  in  no 
department  of  modern  life  is  the 
change  more  marked  than  in  that 
which  deals  with  God  and 
Christian  Faith.  Twenty-five 
years  ago,  militant  Atheism  was 
impudently  proclaiming  its  im- 
moral mission  in  the  large  centres 
of  England.  Working  men  and 
others  willingly  paid  their  money 
for  the  questionable  pleasure  of 
hearing  what  was  frequently  an 
hour’s  coarse  blasphemy  from  the 
lips  of  professional  infidel  lecturers 
— and  the  coarser  the  sentiment 
the  better  was  it  enjoyed.  Some 
of  the  pamphlets  published  at  that 
time  were  a disgrace  to  the  Eng- 
lish tongue,  so  thoroughly  bestial 
were  they  in  tone  and  expression. 

That  day  of  brutal  coarseness 
has,  happily,  all  but  passed  away. 
The  spread  of  education  has  done 
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much  towards  banishing  the  un- 
clean thing  from  our  midst.  But 
the  sentiment  of  many  towards 
Almighty  God  has  not  changed — 
the  manner  of  expression  only 
has  altered.  In  lieu  of  the  former 
vulgar  atheism,  we  are  now  con- 
fronted with  a system  of  non-belief 
which  labels  itself  in  a Greek 
way  Agnosticism.  Some  of  the 
leaders  of  this  school  are  so  far 
from  being  unrefined  men  that 
their  writings  are  regarded  as 
models  of  chaste  and  vigorous 
English.  The  old  objections  to 
God  are  restated  in  scientific  and 
elegant  language,  and  the  bestial 
jokes  of  former  times  are  replaced 
by  keen  and  polished  argument. 
But  the  old  spirit  still  survives, 
although  the  form  of  attack  is 
changed.  The  old  and  the  new 
antagonists  are  agreed  in  this 
thing,  that 
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THE  GOD  OF  THE  BIBLE  IS  NOT 
REALLY  NEEDED. 

The  Bible  reveals  God  as  a 
Personal  Being,  as  a Friend,  and 
as  a Father.  Agnostics  have 
substituted  for  these  rich  and 
endearing  terms,  such  words  as 
“ Force,”  “ First  Cause,”  “ a 
Power  not  ourselves  that  makes 
for  righteousness,”  etc.  Mr.  Her- 
bert Spencer  in  his  “ First  Prin- 
ciples ” says  : “ We  are  obliged  to 
suppose  that  there  is  a First  Cause, 
and  are  driven  by  an  inexorable 
logic  to  the  conclusion  that  He  must 
be  infinite  and  independent  ” ; and 
then  he  goes  on  to  tell  us  that 
that  “ First  Cause  ” is  “ unknow- 
able.” If  Mr.  Spencer  had  modestly 
confessed  that  he  did  not  “ know  ” 
God,  such  a position  would  have 
been  perfectly  clear  and  proper  ; 
but  to  say  that  God  is  “ unknow- 
able ” is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a 
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piece  of  impertinence.  What  right 
has  any  man  to  affirm  so  emphati- 
cally that  God  is  “ unknowable  ” ? 
If  gentlemen  of  this  school  meant 
by  this  phrase  that  the  essence 
of  God  might  not  be  compre- 
hended by  creatures  of  limited 
capacity,  they  would  simply  echo 
what  the  Bible  itself  declares,  and 
what  every  educated  Christian 
affirms  ; but  unfortunately  they 
mean  much  more  than  that. 
When  Agnostics  declare  that  God 
is  “ unknowable/'  they  mean  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  personal 
communion  between  man  and  God : 
that  man  cannot  love  God  in  the 
true  Christian  sense  of  that  word  : 
that  there  is  no  personal  and  free 
superintendent  over  human  destin- 
ies : that  prayer,  in  the  Christian 
sense,  is  ineffective,  at  least  object- 
ively : and,  in  a word,  that  the 
Father  God  of  the  Bible  and  of 
the  Christian  Church  is  a myth. 
9 


TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  AGO 


For  all  practical  purposes  there  is 
not  the  slightest  difference  be- 
tween the  position  of  the  Agnostic 
and  of  the  Atheist — there  is  no 
real,  living  God  for  either  of 
them. 

More  than  this,  when  the 
Agnostic  says  that  God  is  “ un- 
knowable,” he  deliberately  brands 
hundreds  of  millions  of  earth’s 
purest  souls  belonging  to  all  ages 
and  to  all  climes  as  hypocrites,  or 
imbeciles,  or  fanatics.  Such  giants 
as  St.  Augustine,  St.  Paul,  St. 
Bernard,  John  Wesley:  musicians 
like  Handel,  Mendelssohn,  and 
Stainer  : scientists  like  Faraday 
and  Dawson  : artists  like  Angelo 
and  Rubens  : politicians  like  Glad- 
stone and  Balfour,  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men  of  genius 
and  of  learning — these  who  have 
helped  to  mould  the  world  re- 
ligiously, scientifically,  politically, 
and  socially — these  whose  real 
io 
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belief  in  God  has  dominated  their 
lives — these  and  their  like  are 
coolly  branded  by  implication  as 
belonging  to  one  of  the  three 
classes  named. 

This  is  simply  intolerable : 
moreover,  it  is  indecent.  We  are 
practically  asked  to  believe  that 
all  that  is  best  and  noblest  in  life 
is  the  result  of  faith  in  a fictitious 
Being.  Have  all  the  great  and 
good  men  to  whom  the  world  owes 
so  much  been  duped,  and  this,  not 
in  one  age  nor  in  one  set  of  cir- 
cumstances but  in  all  ages  and  in 
all  circumstances  ? Any  who  pro- 
fess themselves  able  to  believe 
such  a monstrous  proposition  may 
be  safely  left  to  their  folly.  A 
common  conceit  of  nearly  every 
generation  is  that  which  belittles 
all  previous  ages  and  extols  its 
own  with  superlative  exaggeration. 
This  conceit  is  particularly  promi- 
nent in  our  own  time.  Men,  drunk 
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with  vanity,  speak  and  act  as  if 
there  had  been  no  real  wisdom  or 
virtue  in  the  world  until  they 
mercifully  appeared  upon  the  scene. 
It  is  high  time  that  the  braggarts 
of  our  day  received  a permanent 
snub,  for  their  supercilious  con- 
tempt for  those  who  differ  from 
their  conclusions  has  become  un- 
endurable. The  truth  is  that  the 
men  who  to-day  disregard  God,  do 
not  appear  in  any  very  striking 
light  in  the  region  of  morals,  or 
of  knowledge,  or  of  kindliness  of 
action ; yet  by  the  noise  they 
make,  the  simple  might  imagine 
that  these  virtues  were  their  ex- 
clusive possession  It  has  always 
been  left  to  the  believers  in  God 
and  in  His  Christ  to  do  the  lion's 
share  (if  not  the  exclusive  portion) 
of  the  world’s  philanthropy,  and 
at  this  hour  the  glad  burden  of 
such  work  falls  to  them.  Hos- 
pitals, orphanages,  homes  for  the 
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destitute,  and  all  institutions  for 
the  alleviation  of  human  misery, 
would  instantly  collapse  if  the 
believers  in  a personal  God  with- 
drew their  support  from  them. 
Agnostics  know  this  perfectly  well, 
and  yet  they  boast  of  themselves 
as  loudly  as  ever.  Our  Lord’s 
rule  of  judgment,  “By  their  fruits 
shall  ye  know  them  ” is  admitted 
by  all  to  be  a perfect  canon  of 
measurement.  What  is  the  fruit 
of  the  lives  which  have  driven  God 
from  them  ? To  say  the  very  best 
of  them,  the  fruit  is 

TALK— TALK— TALK— TALK  ! 

and  while  they  are  talking  and 
philosophising,  believers  in  God 
are  ACTING. 

When  the  great  Daniel  Webster 
was  asked  what  was  the  greatest 
thought  that  had  ever  possessed 
his  mind,  he  replied  with  dig- 
nity, “ The  thought  of  God  and  of 
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my  personal  relationship  to  Him” 
Such  a subject  ought  not  to  be 
dismissed  from  one's  mind  in  a 
moment.  It  is  no  real  solution  of 
the  subject  for  one  to  reply  that 
the  question  is  so  mysterious  that 
it  baffles  one’s  comprehension. 
The  greatest  subjects  are  not 
mastered  in  a moment.  If 
naturalists  deem  it  necessary  to 
devote  years  to  the  patient  study 
of  ants,  bees,  wasps,  and  spiders, 
what  shall  be  said  of  the 
“ honesty  ” of  some  of  these  very 
men  who  will  not  devote  their 
patient  energies  to  the  study  of 
God,  and  who  nevertheless  pro- 
nounce Him  “ unknowable  ” ? 
What ! you  say  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  understand  even  little 
insects  without  great  patience  and 
study,  and  yet  you  get  out  of 
temper  and  relapse  into  cowardly 
Agnosticism  because  you  cannot 
at  once  understand  God ! And 
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you  call  that  honest ! In  your 
better  moments  you  must  know 
that  it  is  the  very  reverse  of 
honest.  Some  men  seek  God  and 
they  say  that  they  cannot  find 
Him.  Some  are  not  at  the  trouble 
to  seek  Him,  and  they  say  that 
He  cannot  be  found.  Some  will 
not  seek  Him,  for  they  do  not 
desire  to  find  Him.  To  many  the 
thought  of  God  is  unwelcome,  for 
logic  would  compel  them  to  admit 
Him  as  Master  of  life,  if  they 
admitted  Him  to  exist  at  all ; and 
to  speak  quite  plainly,  the  habits 
of  other  men  are  so  vicious  and 
unrighteous  that  the  only  way  in 
which  their  conscience  can  be 
quieted  is  to  force  the  mind  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  personal, 
superintending,  judging  God.  Get 
rid  of  God,  and  all  restraint  is  at 
once  removed.  The  only  care 
that  a bad  infidel  need  have  is 
to  keep  clear  of  the  magistrate. 
15 
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And  so,  by  one  method  or  another, 
numbers  of  men  are  in  an  unholy 
conspiracy  to 

EXILE  GOD, 
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Item  II 

God  Exiled  by  People  who  Profess 
to  Believe  in  Him 

IT  is  necessary  that  the  man 
who  would  render  the  greatest 
benefit  to  his  fellows  must  be 
thorough  in  his  dealings  with  them. 
It  is  an  exceedingly  grave  error 
< to  deal  with  symptoms  only,  and 
to  neglect  causes.  The  difference 
between  a true  physician  and  a 
quack  consists  in  this,  that  the 
one  penetrates  to  the  cause  of  the 
malady,  while  the  other  contents 
himself  with  simply  easing  the 
distressing  symptoms.  Now  God 
is  our  Friend  and  our  Physician. 
He  means  us  well,  and  because  of 
this,  all  His  dealings  with  us  are 
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characterised  by  thoroughness.  In 
the  light  of  this,  I ask  you  to 
clearly  bring  before  your  mind  the 
undoubted  fact  of  human  infelicity. 
Look  where  you  will  there  is  con- 
fusion and  sin.  Sometimes  this 
infelicity  is  expressed  in  open  and 
riotous  wrong,  with  its  shameful 
and  painful  consequences — some- 
times in  the  soul's  unsatisfied 
aspirations  ; and,  worst  of  all,  very 
often  in  the  utter  absence  of  all 
true  aspiration, 

THE  SOUL  HAVING  SUNK  SO 
LOW 

that  it  is  “ past  feeling,"  as  St.  Paul 
expresses  it. 

Now  these  are  facts  which  sadly 
confront  us  everywhere,  and  the 
existence  of  which  we  must  in  all 
honesty  admit.  How  shall  we 
account  for  all  this  derangement, 
this  sin,  this  misery  ? Men  of  the 
world  are  ever  inventing  fresh 
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theories  to  account  for  man's  in- 
felicity, but  Holy  Scripture  goes 
straight  to  the  point  and  alleges 
that  the  one  great  cause  of  all  the 
world’s  wrong  is  forgetfulness  of 
God.  When  Moses  delivered  his 
final  charge  to  the  children  of 
Israel,  he  solemnly  warned  them 
against  forgetting  God,  telling 
them  that  this  would  be  their 
temptation,  to  which  they  must 
offer  the  utmost  resistance ; and 
when,  in  after  years,  sorrow  and 
pain  inundated  them,  and  they 
were  driven  into  captivity,  their 
wretchedness  was  all  traced  back 
to  this  one  sin,  forgetfulness  of 
God.  Prophet  after  prophet  rose 
up  and  accused  them  of  this  sin, 
and  it  was  not  until  they  con- 
fessed it,  and  forsook  it,  that  God 
permitted  their  misery  to  be 
abated.  Wise  men  will  heed  this 
witness  of  history,  and  avoid  the 
sin  which  so  devastated  them. 
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From  the  first  man  created  by  God 
until  this  present  time, 

THE  SIN  OF  FORGETTING  GOD 

has  been  a very  common  one — per- 
haps the  commonest  of  all ; cer- 
tainly it  is  the  predominating  sin 
of  our  day.  We  need  no  special 
gift  of  vision  to  see  that  vast 
multitudes  of  men  live  in  habitual 
forgetfulness  of  God.  They  forget 
the  fact  of  His  existence  and 
presence  amongst  them.  Life  is 
lived  without  Him.  No  reference 
is  made  to  Him.  If  they  ever 
speak  of  Him  at  all,  it  is  rather  as 
a “thing”  than  as  a veritable  living 
Personal  Presence.  He  might  not 
exist  at  all  for  the  amount  of  at- 
tention which  they  pay  to  Him. 
And  yet,  if  you  press  these  people 
closely,  they  will  tell  you  that  they 
are  not  heathens  nor  infidels,  but 
that  they  believe  in  God.  Many 
a man  who  is  nominally  a Christ- 
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ian  has  the  heart  of  an  infidel 
beating  in  his  bosom.  They  also 
forget  His  past  dealings.  The 
page  of  history  which  records  His 
marvels  has  been  written  in  vain 
for  them  : the  pages  of  their 

OWN  LIVES,  CROWDED  WITH 
THE  WRITING 

of  His  wonderful  goodness,  are 
seldom  read  by  them.  People 
often  say  that  it  is  hard  to  believe 
in  a God  whom  they  have  not 
seen.  “Not  seen!”  Why,  we 
must  surely  be  blinder  than  bats 
if  we  cannot  see  God’s  work  and 
hear  His  voice  a hundred  times  in 
every  day.  What  short  memories 
we  have  for  God  ; what  tenacious 
memories  for  the  devil  and  his 
works  ! Bear  me  witness  that  you 
can  recall  more  readily  at  this 
moment  the  evil  things  that  you 
learned  in  earlier  years  than  the 
good  things  which  were  once 
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taught  you.  Impure  verses  are 
remembered  more  accurately  than 
hymns  ; filthy  literature  comes 
back  more  vividly  and  swiftly  to 
our  minds  than  portions  of  the 
Bible.  Is  this  not  so  ? What 
does  it  prove  ? If  anything,  this, 
that  we  have  wandered  far  away 
from  God,  and  that  He  is  not  real 
to  us.  And  men  are  also  con- 
tinually forgetting  God’s  claims 
upon  their  lives.  Nominally  He 
is  admitted  to  be  their  King, 
but  life  rebels  against  Him.  He 
is  our  Father,  and  we  are  in- 
grates ; He  is  the  Truth  while  we 
are  often  essentially  and  practi- 
cally false.  Ah,  yes,  the  thought 
of  God  is  erased  from  the  minds 
of  most  of  us  like  an 

INSCRIPTION  UPON  A STONE 
PAVEMENT 

which  numberless  feet  have  worn 
away. 
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But  this  forgetfulness  of  God  is 
not  merely  a negative  thing  ; our 
nature  resents  negation.  The 
closing  of  the  mind  to  God  opens 
it  to  God's  opposite.  We  are  so 
constituted  that  we  must  definitely 
choose  some  one  great  ruling 
passion,  and  if  it  be  not  a good 
one  it  will  be  a bad  one — it  cannot 
by  any  possibility  be  a neutral 
one.  God  is  the  only  Light  oi 
the  soul  ; to  forsake  Him  is  not 
merely  to  be  deprived  of  the  good 
of  the  light,  it  is  to  be  enveloped 
in  gross  darkness,  and  darkness  is 
an  awfully  positive  thing.  God  is 
our  only  Health  ; to  forsake  Him 
is  to  distinctly  and  at  once  court 
disease.  Hence  it  is  we  find  that 
men  who  forsake  God  always 
trust  in  some  definite  falseness 
which  holds  the  soul  in  its  awful 
grip,  and  finally  crushes  the  life 
out  of  it. 

Many  men  think  lightly  of  un- 
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belief ; their  very  gaiety  may  be 
the  thin  thread  which,  followed  by 
the  thicker  cord,  will  finally  and 
irrevocably  bind  unbelievers  the 
prisoners  of  “eternal  sin.”  We 
are  dealing  with  an  awful  subject ; 
would  to  God  that  we  felt  its 
tragic  importance. 

But  why  do  men  forget  God? 
That  they  do  so  is  clear  enough  ; 
but  what  is  the  reason  of  such 
conduct?  It  is  startling  to  be 
reminded  that  man  is  the  only 
intelligent  part  of  God’s  creation 
that  deliberately  forgets  Him. 
Certainly  the  angels  never  forget 
Him  ; their  songs  are  sung  cease- 
lessly around  His  throne.  Nor  do 
the  demons  forget  Him,  for  St. 
James  tells  us  that  they  tremble 
at  the  thought  of  God.  It  is  re- 
served for  man  to  be  branded  with 
the  sin  and  the  shame  that  he,  of 
all  God’s  created  intelligences,  wil- 
fully forgets  His  Creator.  But 
24 
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why  ? At  least  three  replies  may 
be  offered  ; and  the  first  is,  that 
prosperity  weans  many  from  God. 
Says  the  prophet  Hosea,  “ They 
were  filled,  and  their  heart  was 
exalted  : therefore  have  they  for- 
gotten Me.”  How  singular  it  is 
that  prosperity  alienates  men  from 
God  ! And  we  all  know  very  well 
that  it  does  so.  It  is  my  sorrow 
to  know  more  than  one  man  whose 
religion  has  been  utterly  ruined 
by  his  temporal  prosperity.  One 
I knew  who,  in  early  days,  was 
compelled  to  work  hard  for  his 
daily  bread  ; then  he  was  pious  and 
a regular  attendant  at  the  house 
of  God.  He  prayed  and  preached, 
and  men  spake  with  admiration 
of  his  future.  But  suddenly  “ good 
fortune  ” visited  him,  and  he  be- 
came eventually  a merchant  of 
renown.  But  as  his  prosperity 
waxed,  his  piety  waned.  First  he 
became  a Christadelphian,  then  an 
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Unitarian,  and  finally  an  Atheist. 
His  last  words  to  me  were  these : 
“ Continue  to  thinks  and  you  will 
land  where  I am , and  be  an 
Atheist ” I have  continued  to 
think,  but  I have  not  landed  where 
he  is. 

Poor  fellow  ! A month  or  two 
ago,  wearied  of  his  life,  he  blew 
out  his  brains.  Prosperity  fre- 
quently turns  both  the  hearts  and 
the  heads  of  men  right  away  from 
God.  Like  overfed  beasts,  men 
“ wax  fat  and  kick.” 

A second  reason  why  men  for- 
get God  is  the  opposite  of  the  first 
one — adversity  makes  many  rebel. 
Reverses  visit  them,  and  they  seem 
helplessly  drawn  into  the  vortex  of 
trouble  ; and  not  infrequently  the 
distressed  life  is  flung  away  by 
the  inglorious  method  of  suicide. 
Adversity  is  frequently  a sort  of 
bitters,  administered  to  us  by  the 
great  Physician  in  order  to  restore 
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our  tone  after  we  have  been  dissi- 
pated with  the  intoxicants  of  ex- 
cessive pleasure  or  prosperity  ; and 
if  we  make  our  trouble  an  occasion 
for  forgetting  God,  we  simply  con- 
vert a kind  medicine  into  poison. 
By  adversity,  God  means  to  ex- 
pose to  us  the  shallowness  of  the 
things  in  which  we  commonly 
confide,  and  at  the  same  time  His 
purpose  is  to  excite  confidence  in 
Himself — the  unchanging  fount  of 
Love  and  of  Power.  If  therefore 
we  combat  God's  purpose,  we  are 
as  unreasonable  as  men  who 
escape  from  the  wrarm  rays  of  the 
sun  to  seek  in  a damp  under- 
ground cavern  greater  warmth  and 
light. 

There  is  a further  reason  which 
may  be  offered  why  men  forsake 
God,  and  it  is,  that  many  have 
never  really  faced  Him  at  all.  We 
easily  forget  what  lightly  impresses 
us,  but  we  do  not  forget  that  which 
27 


GOD  EXILED  BY  PEOPLE  WHO 

we  deeply  love.  Some  glance  at 
God  as  men  look  upon  a pass- 
ing picture— the  image  remains 
. with  them  for  a moment  only,  and 
then  fades  away.  The  impression 
is  like  an  unfixed  photograph  : 
what  we  need  is  to  be  fixed , to  see 
God,  to  be  earnest,  to  mean  busi- 
ness with  God. 

Now,  good  reader,  is  this  com- 
mon forgetfulness  of  God  right 
and  honest  ? Let  us  see  what 
God  Himself  says  about  it.  Here 
is  a verse  we  shall  do  well  to 
ponder : 

“ Can  a maid  forget  her  orna- 
ments, or  a bride  her  attire  ? yet 
My  people  have  forgotten  Me  days 
without  number  ” (Jer.  ii.  32). 

This  is  a startling  illustration. 
Here  is  a Jewish  woman  be- 
spangled with  rings,  decorations, 
and  jewellery — decked  out  with 
tinsel.  She  does  not  forget  these . 
Poor  sparkling  jewels  adorn  a 
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body  which  one  day  will  be  seized 
upon  and  consumed  by  worms  ; 
the  jewels  are  not  forgotten,  they 
are  contemplated,  treasured,  and 
exhibited  to  others. 

WOMEN  DO  NOT  FORGET  JEWELS, 

and  yet  God,  Who  is  our  first 
beginning  and  our  last  end,  is 
forgotten.  In  a word,  God  seems 
to  say  that  people  value  trumpery 
decoration  more  highly  than  they 
value  Him.  To  put  it  in  that 
way  should  make  us  start.  How 
true  it  is  ! What  does  God  think 
of  this  forgetfulness  of  Himself? 
Hear  Him  again  : “ The  wicked 
shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all 
the  nations  that  forget  God ” (Ps. 
ix.  17).  Those  who  forget  God 
are  classed  with  the  profligate, 
and  both  are  doomed  for  exile 
from  Him,  unless  they  mend  their 
ways.  Oh,  terrible  words  spoken 
by  God  ! There  can  be  no  mis- 
29 


GOD  EXILED  BY  PEOPLE  WHO 


take  as  to  what  He  thinks  about 
this  crime  of  forgetting  Him. 

There  is  one  further  question  to 
put.  Why  is  God  so  severe  upon 
men  for  this  particular  sin  ? Is 
His  severity  arbitrary  or  righteous? 
My  brothers,  when  once  we  per- 
ceive what  God  is  to  us,  we  shall 
at  once  understand  that 

HIS  SEVERITY  IS  JUST. 

His  relationship  with  us  as  our 
Creator  forbids  anything  like  in- 
difference on  His  part  with  respect 
to  our  conduct  and  attitude  to- 
wards Him.  His  position  as  our 
Ruler  forbids  it.  Being  Master 
of  all  by  every  right,  He  must 
insist  upon  a proper  recognition  of 
His  claims.  His  laws  are  good 
and  necessary,  and  they  must  be 
obeyed.  If  He  were  careless  about 
the  breach  of  His  commandments, 
that  would  be  an  admission  of  His 
weakness.  A weak  government 
30 


PROFESS  TO  BELIEVE  IN  HIM 


means  a disordered  kingdom,  and 
God  has  too  much  respect  for  the 
tranquillity  of  His  universe  to 
permit  men  to  defy  Him  without 
protest  and  without  punishment. 
He  cannot  and  will  not  consent  to 
be  forgotten,  for  from  His  hand 
we  came  and  to  His  hand  we 
must  return.  Every  intelligent 
mind  must  perceive  that  forget- 
fulness of  God  cannot  be  permitted, 
inasmuch  as  God  is  our  King. 
But  there  is  one  further  reason — a 
tender  and  pathetic  one — and  it 
is  that  God  is  our  Father,  and  in 
that  relationship  He  cannot  con- 
sent to  be  lightly  regarded. 

I HAVE  SAID  THAT  HE  IS  OUR 
KING: 

but  surely  King  never  came  so 
close  to  His  subjects  as  God  comes 
to  us.  His  is  not  merely  an  ex- 
ternal relationship  to  us  ; He  has 
bound  us  to  Himself  by  cords  that 
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nothing  save  our  own  self-will  and 
sin  can  break.  He  loves  us — each 
one — with  a special  and  personal 
love.  From  infancy  His  eye  has 
been  upon  us  with  tender  watch- 
fulness. Ten  thousand  mercies 
have  strewn  our  pathway.  His 
love  plays  round  about  us  at  this 
hour  as  the  sun  in  June  floods  the 
landscape.  There  is  no  past  tense 
in  His  dealings  with  us  ; His 
mercies  are  a perpetual  present 
tense.  He  is  not  a memory,  He 
is  a presence.  He  does  not  for- 
get us.  In  thousands  of  ways  He 
forces  His  attention  upon  us.  His 
voice  speaks  in  various  tones  in 
all  the  events  of  life.  His  Word 
has  come  to  us  with  its  sweet 
direction  to  Himself.  His  Blessed 
Spirit  is  ever  drawing  us  towards 
Him.  And  yet — oh,  fools  that 
we  are  ! — unhappy  we — we  forget 
Him.  With  all  this  light  we  elect 
to  reside  in  darkness.  To  this 
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beautiful  compulsion  of  love  we 
offer  foolish  and  stout  resistance. 
What  do  we  mean  ? 0 brother 

men,  have  we  seriously  made  up 
our  minds  to  be  lost  ? Let  us  look 
our  sin  and  our  shameful  ingrati- 
tude full  in  the  face,  and  God  help 
us  to  forsake  it  and  to  trust  Him. 
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Item  III 


God  Exiled  from  the  Family 

HE  family  is  before  and  be- 


hind all  other  institutions. 
Society,  the  State,  and  the  Church 
are  the  streams  which  issue  from 
the  Fountain  of  the  Family.  The 
multitudes  of  men  and  women 
which  move  upon  the  world's  sur- 
face have  nearly  all  proceeded 
from  homes.  If  the  fountain  be 
poisoned,  the  stream  will  also  be 
polluted.  Unless  our  homes  are 
pure  and  good,  and  the  train- 
ing of  the  children  be  according 
to  righteousness,  there  is  a grim 
future  for  Society.  Now  the  out- 
look upon  certain  sections  of 
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society  is  by  no  means  encourag- 
ing. Whole  neighbourhoods  are 
under  police  supervision  because 
of  the  lawlessness  and  crime  which 
abound  in  them.  In  London 
alone,  to  go  no  further,  there  are 
tens  of  thousands  of  people  who 
are  not  one  whit  better  than 
pagans,  if,  in  some  respects,  they 
are  as  good.  Not  only  have  they 
absolutely  no  regard  for  God, 
but  their  hands  are  against 
their  fellow-men.  Periodically  they 
come  within  the  clutches  of  the 
law,  and  when  released  from 
prison,  they  recommence  their 
depredations. 

The  revelations  of  police  and 
assize  courts  are  simply  awful, 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
many  more  escape  justice  than  are 
arrested  by  it.  There  is  a stream 
of  pollution  flowing  through 
English  society,  which  is  horrible 
to  contemplate.  From  where 
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does  this  stream  proceed  ? Hap- 
pily for  investigation,  unhappily 
for  the  fact,  we  can  trace  it  with- 
out difficulty  to  the  corrupt  family. 
It  will  be  within  the  memory  of 
most  people  that  a young  fellow, 
scarcely  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
was  sentenced  to  death  at  the 
Southern  Assizes  a year  or  two 
ago.  He  had  committed  a most 
brutal  murder.  So  far  from  ex- 
hibiting penitence  for  his  crime, 
he  turned  round  and  cursed  the 
judge  after  the  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced. During  the  first  few 
days  of  his  waiting  for  the  execu- 
tion he  maintained  the  utmost 
callousness,  but  at  length  he  be- 
came quiet  and  listened  to  the 
ministrations  of  the  chaplain. 
Then  it  transpired,  according  to 
his  own  confession,  that  he  had 
scarcely  a sense  of  right,  so  brutal- 
ized had  he  become.  And  to 
whom  did  he  owe  it  ? He  con- 
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fessed  that  his  “ home  ” had  been 
from  earliest  years  a scene  of  riot 
and  of  blasphemy  ; that  the  Bible 
was  never  read  except  for  the 
purpose  of  blasphemous  criticism  ; 
that  his  father  was  a member  of 
an  Atheist  society,  and  that  he 
had  been  “ educated  ” for  all  that 
was  vile  and  corrupt.  What  else 
could  be  expected  but  a life  of 
treachery  and  of  brutality  ? 

And  that  home  is  only  one  of 
thousands  in  fair  England — where 
there  is  no  God,  and  no  virtue, 
and  no  religion.  And  as  if  this 
were  not  sufficiently  appalling,  we 
have  at  the  present  time  a number 
of  men  who  publicly,  upon  the 
platform  and  in  the  press,  seek  to 
corrupt  still  further  English  home 
life.  They  unblushingly  advocate 
concubinage,  and  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  blaspheming  God’s  holy 
law  of  marriage.  They  would 
have  marriage  to  be  a matter  of 
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arrangement  for  a time,  to  be  dis- 
solved at  will.  And  what  would 
be  the  consequences  ? These  ! 
that  men  and  women  would  be 
reduced  to  the  level  of  beasts : 
that  all  gallantry  would  expire : 
that  there  would  be  no  discipline 
for  man  or  woman  in  the  married 
state,  for  immediately  the  yoke 
galled,  it  could  be  thrown  aside  : 
that  children  would  be  deprived 
of  the  love  and  education  which 
both  the  parents  must  supply,  and 
that,  finally,  the  world  would  be 
a very  hell.  And  these  conse- 
quences, which  are  inevitable,  are 
regarded  lightly.  O ! for  a little 
Spartan  pluck  to  take  possession 
of  the  breasts  of  Englishmen,  that 
these  enemies  of  the  State,  and  of 
morals,  and  of  God,  should  be  com- 
pelled to  hide  their  shameful  faces. 
Attack  the  home,  and  you  attack 
the  very  citadel  of  English  power  : 
defend  it,  and  you  are  invincible. 
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But  God  is  exiled  from  myriads  of 
homes,  alas  ! alas  ! ! 

* * * 

We  must  remember  that  the 
idea  of  the  family  originated  in 
God.  He  sexed  our  species,  He 
gave  away  the  first  fair  bride  to 
her  spouse,  He  bade  them  be 
fruitful  and  multiply.  Because 
God  originated  it,  it  must  be  the 
best  state  for  man,  and  this  re- 
ligious logic  is  supported  by  the 
brighter  facts  of  life.  It  has  often 
been  pointed  out  that  man  is  the 
longest  of  all  animals  in  reaching 
maturity,  and  students  have  never 
yet  discovered  the  physical  reason 
for  this  slow  growth.  But,  as 
Professor  Blackie  says,  the  moral 
reason  is  obvious  enough.  Man 
is  more  than  an  animal ; his  des- 
tiny is  not  terminated  by  the 
grave.  He  has  a real  existence 
beyond  the  tomb,  and  life  is  his 
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school-time.  The  most  impres- 
sionable period  of  man’s  life  is,  of 
course,  the  time  of  his  childhood. 
Whoever  marks  him  for  evil  in 
the  formative  period  of  his  life  is 
guilty  of  a crime  for  which  there 
is  scarcely  forgiveness.  Whoever 
marks  him  for  good  and  for  God, 
gains  a reward  which  is  immeasur- 
able. The  parents  and  guardians 
of  children  have  before  them  a 
task  compared  with  which  the 
labours  of  statesmen  are  insignifi- 
cant. Children  are  a trust  from 
God,  and  failure  in  this  supreme 
trusteeship  will  be  visited  with  the 
heaviest  of  penalties.  But  how 
many  persons  seriously  regard 
their  offspring  as  given  in  trust 
for  God  ? Many  children  are  un- 
welcome— they  are  the  product  of 
lust,  and  the  unwelcome  child  can- 
not be  fairly  dealt  with.  In  other 
cases,  children  are  left  to  the  care 
of  one  parent  only,  the  other  pay- 
40 


FROM  THE  FAMILY 


ing  little  regard  to  the  life  en- 
trusted to  his  care.  In  some 
homes  husband  and  wife,  having 
been  disillusioned,  live  at  per- 
petual cross  purposes,  and  exhibit 
to  their  tender  children  the  spec- 
tacle of  daily  broils.  In  number- 
less houses  the  name  of  God  rarely 
passes  the  lips  of  the  inmates  ; the 
Bible  remains  a sealed  book,  and 
the  children  are  brought  up  as 
educated  pagans.  Oh,  the  sorrow 
and  the  shame  of  it ! 

Picture  to  yourselves  two  homes 
— one  home  without  God,  the 
other  with  God  as  Master.  Look 
in  at  the  home  without  God  and 
depict  it  under  the  best  circum- 
stances. Let  us  suppose  the 

father  and  mother  to  be  highly 
moral  according  to  the  human 
code,  and  also  to  be  people  of 
refinement  and  of  education. 
Possessed  also  of  means,  their 
needs  are  always  provided  for. 
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Days  come  and  go,  but  never 
is  the  voice  of  prayer  heard  in 
the  home.  The  piano  is  alive  with 
gay  music,  struck  from  it  by 
skilful  fingers,  but  those  fingers 
never  accompany  songs  of  adora- 
tion of  the  good  God.  Novels 
abound,  as  also  works  of  science, 
but  THE  book  given  to  guide 
mortals  along  the  rugged  road  of 
life  is  fastened  with  its  clasp,  and 
none  ever  dreams  of  opening  it. 
Sunday  arrives — the  day  of  repose 
which  man  owes  to  the  charity  of 
God — and  it  is  the  dullest  day  of 
the  week.  Recreations  of  a mild 
kind  are  indulged  in,  and  the  day 
wears  on,  but  no  thought  ascends 
to  God.  His  day  is  regarded  as  a 
tax  which  society  must  pay  in 
some  manner,  and  which  it  pays 
grudgingly.  And  so  the  children 
are  trained,  their  higher  nature  be- 
coming atrophied,  while  the  lower 
is  developed.  When  at  last  they 
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enter  life’s  lists,  their  one  object 
is  to  “ get  on  ” and  to  accumulate 
money,  and  to  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  easy  surroundings.  And  one 
day  the  inevitable  “ end  ” comes, 
death  seizes  his  victim,  and  the 
man  of  the  world  is  compelled 
against  his  will  to  leave  the  world 
and  all  his  possessions  behind  him. 
And  then  there  is  before  him  the 
eternal  life  for  which  he  has  made 
no  provision.  Is  it  too  much  to  say 
that  when  he  awakes  to  his  loss 
and  folly,  his  first  business  will 
be  to  execrate  those  parents  who 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  ruin  ? 
O respectable  but  irreligious 
parents  who  read  these  words,  for 
the  sake  of  your  offspring  turn  to 
God  and  lead  them  also  to  Him. 
For  the  love  of  God  do  not  train 
your  children  for  exile  from  His 
presence.  But  what  is  a home 
without  God  under  the  worst  cir- 
cnvistances  ? Scores  of  homes  in 
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London  alone  are  little  hells. 
From  early  morning  until  mid- 
night there  is  the  voice  of  impre- 
cation and  of  wrath.  Parents 
besotted  with  drink,  children  in- 
grained with  filth  and  disease, 
quarrellings,  wounds,  oaths — these 
fill  up  the  time.  Parents  and 
children  hate  one  another,  and  so 
the  tragedy  proceeds  until  death 
rings  down  the  curtain.  The 
misery  and  shame  in  the  homes 
both  of  respectable  and  debased 
people  proceed  from  one  common 
cause,  namely,  that 

GOD  IS  EXILED 
from  the  family. 

Turn  now  to  the  other  side  and 
depict  to  yourself  a home  in  which 
God  is  Master.  God  be  praised, 
there  are  tens  of  thousands  of 
such  in  England,  and  these  are  the 
salt  of  the  country  ; but  for  them 
England  would  be  in  a sorry 
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plight.  In  these  homes  each  day 
is  begun  with  prayer  and  the  read- 
ing of  the  grand  old  Book.  One 
of  the  earliest  names  which  the 
children  lisp  is  the  sacred  name 
of  JESUS;  the  infant  voices  sing 
sweet  songs  which  fascinate  all 
who  hear.  Daily  food  is  acknow- 
ledged as  the  gift  of  God,  and 
God  is  adored  for  His  mercy. 
The  shadow  of  God  is  upon  the 
home,  and  peace  reigns.  Sunday 
is  eagerly  looked  forward  to,  and 
the  reunions  at  church  and  school 
and  table  fill  the  day  with  gladness. 
Breathing  such  an  atmosphere,  the 
youths  grow  into  manhood,  and, 
fortified  with  the  grace  of  God, 
face  life's  battle.  Where  others 
yield  to  temptation  these  stand 
firm  ; where  others  execrate  God 
these  adore  Him.  To  these  also 
in  due  time  will  come  the  summons 
of  death,  but  there  is  no  shame. 
The  parents  are  remembered  with 
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gratitude,  and  the  future,  devoid 
of  all  terrors,  allures  them  with 
the  promise  of  the  larger  vision 
of  God.  And  when  the  final 
farewells  have  been  spoken,  the 
natural  grief  of  the  survivors  is 
tempered  at  the  thought  of  a 
certain  and  triumphant  reunion. 
Such  is  the  home  which  has  ac- 
knowledged God.  Which  do  you 
prefer  ? If  in  your  home  there 
is  the  fever  of  sin  and  of  shame, 
open  your  door  to  JESUS  CHRIST, 
Who  will  enter  your  house  as  He 
entered  into  Simon  Peter's,  and 
banishing  the  fever,  will  remain 
as  your  perpetual  Guest. 


Item  IV 

God  Exiled  from  Society 

SOCIETY  is  an  enlarged  home, 
as  a home  is  society  in  min- 
iature. Enlargements  emphasise 
faults  which  are  scarcely  noticed 
in  miniatures.  This  is  true  of 
photography,  and  it  is  quite  true 
of  society.  If  in  individual  homes 
the  absence  of  God  is  noticed,  in 
general  society  His  exile  is  pain- 
fully apparent.  But  it  is  necessary 
to  discriminate,  for  the  word 
“ society  ” is  a very  large  term, 
and  capable  of  more  than  one  in- 
terpretation. For  example,  there 
is  a section  of  the  community 
which  lays  exclusive  claim  to  the 
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term.  You  spell  the  word  with 
capitals,  thus  : SOCIETY.  It  is  a 
curious  compound,  this.  It  is 
made  up  of  persons  who  bear 
illustrious  names,  or  who  do 
illustrious  things,  or  who  have 
abnormal  banking  accounts,  or 
who  perform  abnormal  actions. 
Good  morals  are  not  at  all  neces- 
sary to  it,  indeed,  Society  is  not 
shocked  at  bad  morals,  provided 
they  are  not  whispered  over  the 
border.  Neither  is  it  necessary 
that  its  members  possess  fine 
instincts.  Nor  are  they  required 
to  satisfy  any  board  of  examiners 
as  to  their  possession  of  an  excess 
of  intelligence.  The  way  into  the 
mystic  circle  is  not  so  very  difficult. 
The  mere  accident  of  a great 
name,  quite  independently  of  a 
small  character ; or  the  possession 
of  money,  no  matter  whether  ob- 
tained honestly  or  by  respectable 
theft ; or  a little  favour — these  are 
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usually  sufficient.  Now  part  of 
this  society  goes  to  Church  for 
an  hour  and  a half  on  Sundays. 
Genuine  devotion  undoubtedly 
takes  many,  but  others  go  because 
it  is  the  fashion  of  their  clique 
so  to  do.  If  it  were  the  fashion 
to  go  into  Hyde  Park  and  adore 
the  sun,  these  latter  would  with 
alacrity  wend  their  way  thither. 
God  is  to  them  a mere  fashionable 
figure,  nothing  more. 

But  we  may  use  the  word 
“ Society  ” in  the  more  liberal 
sense  as  including  mixed  gather- 
ings of  people  of  all  shades  of 
opinions,  and  assembled  for  all 
sorts  of  purposes,  from  the  excite- 
ment of  a political  meeting  or  a 
theatre,  to  the  private  dinner  or 
dance.  How  does  this  “ Society  ” 
treat  God  in  its  public  capacity  ? 
It  exiles  Him.  Men  talk  unctu- 
ously about  the  theatre  being  a 
school  of  morals,  and  as  “ one  of 
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the  Divine  gifts  to  men.”  I am 
not  going  to  discuss  that  question 
at  all ; I only  ask  you  to  tell  me 
the  name  of  any  theatre  in  the 
kingdom  where  five  minutes 
honest  talk  about  God  would  not 
be  felt  to  be  seriously  out  of 
place.  Men  profess  further  to 
regard  God  as  “ King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords.”  Will  you 
try  and  recall  any  ordinary  poli- 
tical meeting  that  was  ever  opened 
with  prayer  for  Divine  direction  ? 
Any  person  who  proposed  so  pre- 
posterous a thing  would  at  once  be 
snubbed. 

In  how  many  ordinary  public 
gatherings,  which  are  not  strictly 
religious  or  philanthropic,  is  the 
Name  of  God  really  welcome? 
If  you  think  that  this  is  an  ex- 
aggerated way  of  stating  the 
case,  I can  only  remind  you  of  a 
popular  saying  in  this  country 
which  runs  as  follows  : 
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“ There  is  a time  for  every- 
thing; and  there  is  a time  for  re- 
ligion^ but  we  do  not  want  religion 
to  be  introduced  at  unseasonable 
times” 

“ Unseasonable  times  ! ” Ay  ! 
that  is  just  the  point.  Men  do 
feel  that  there  are  many  occasions 
in  which  the  subject  of  religion 
is  uncongenial,  and  they  unhesitat- 
ingly say  so.  Now  the  questions 
we  have  to  answer  are  : first,  is 
there  any  perfectly  honest  event 
in  life  in  which  God  has  no  place  ? 
Second,  has  Society,  which  owes 
its  very  existence  to  the  hourly 
charity  of  God,  any  right  to  in- 
dulge in  any  occupation  which 
instinctively  closes  the  door 
against  Him  ? With  regard  to 
the  first  question,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  men's  arbitrary  divi- 
sion of  life  into  “ sacred  ” and 
“ secular  ” departments  is  respons- 
ible for  much  of  the  unnatural 
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resentment  against  what  is  re- 
garded as  God’s  interference  in 
men’s  affairs.  No  true  life  ought 
to  tolerate  any  such  division.  It 
has  been  well  said  that  “ the 
sacred  mind  makes  every  action 
sacred,  while  the  secular  mind 
secularizes  every  action.”  This 
untrue  distinction  between  “sacred” 
and  “ secular  ” has  led  men  into 
most  foolish  extremes.  In  some 
lives  it  has  produced  a Dr.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde,  one  character 
acting  on  the  Sunday  and  the 
other  on  the  week-days.  In  other 
lives  it  has  produced  a morbid 
outlook  upon  most  things.  Such 
people  mean  by  “ sacred  ” only 
those  exercises  which  have  strict 
and  special  relation  to  public  wor- 
ship and  to  active  religious  effort : 
while  by  “ secular  ” they  mean 
everything  that  lies  outside  this 
department.  Men  who  take  this 
view  of  things,  retard  their  own 
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development,  and  frequently  end 
by  swinging  to  the  opposite  ex- 
treme. 

Now  we  must  remember  that 
true  religion  covers  all  life,  and 
not  a portion  of  it  only,  but  how 
few  people  believe  this  ! God  has 
given  to  us  the  faculty  of  fun  : 
He  has  put  muscles  in  our  faces 
which  are  intended  to  be  screwed 
up  in  laughter  : He  has  given  to 
us  instincts  and  powers  which  are 
for  use.  We  cannot  always  be 
dealing  with  solemn  subjects, 
our  very  nature  cries  out  for  re- 
laxation and  occasional  amuse- 
ment. We  are  meant  to  be 
happy.  Yea  ! even  God  Himself 
is  spoken  of  by  St.  Paul  as  “ the 
happy  God,!' 

And  it  is  because  of  this  very 
fact  that  God  means  us  to  be  happy , 
and  that  He  has  provided  in  our 
?iature  for  our  happiness , that  it 
becomes  a crime  to  exclude  Him 
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from  even  the  lightest  passages  of 
life . Let  your  parties  meet, 
arrange  for  your  reunions,  encour- 
age merry  laughter,  recognise  the 
justice  of  legitimate  amusement 
and  of  mental  tournaments  if  you 
will,  but  remember  that  God  has 
a right  to  be  recognised  in  all 
this  : the  powers  you  employ  are 
gifts  of  His  hand,  and  are  to  be 
employed  in  trust . If  men  only 

understood,  as  they  ought  to 
understand,  what  this  really 
meant,  they  could  never  again  be 
guilty  of  the  impiety  of  banishing 
God  from  life. 

But  this  brings  us  to  the  second 
question  : Has  Society  any  RIGHT 

to  indulge  in  any  occupation  which 
instinctively  closes  the  door  against 
Him  ? Once  grant  what  common 
sense  demands  we  must  grant,  that 
God  is  sole  Master  of  all  things, 
and  there  is  only  one  possible 
reply  to  this  question.  But 
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Society  will  not  face  the  logic  of 
the  position,  and  the  reason  for 
this  obduracy  is  obvious.  God 
has  rivals  in  His  world,  and  these 
rivals  promise  men  quick  returns 
for  a little  outlay.  God  demands 
purity  of  heart  accompanied  by 
some  little  discipline ; His  rivals 
offer  present  gratification  and 
dispense  with  discipline.  God 
demands  Love,  which  is  pure  and 
considerate  ; His  rivals  offer  lust, 
which  is  coarse,  fascinating,  and 
selfish.  God  demands  the  culti- 
vation of  the  highest  in  us,  and 
this  takes  time  and  patience  : His 
rivals  present  the  reins  of  life's 
steed  to  the  rider,  and  bid  him  ride 
where  he  will  and  at  any  pace  he 
chooses.  Men  must  decide  be- 
tween God  and  His  rivals.  God 
seems  far  away,  and  His  demands 
appear  to  be  exacting  ; the  other 
things  are  close  at  hand  and  easy 
to  obtain.  And  men  choose  the 
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wrong — they  know  it  to  be  wrong, 
they  like  it  because  it  is  wrong. 
And  they  come  together  in  crowds 
to  keep  up  their  courage  as  men 
go  in  companies  through  haunted 
churchyards  at  night,  and  they 
choose  their  amusements  and 
occupations  and  bar  God  out 
And  when  these  same  people  are 
tired  of  the  world’s  hollowness, 
and  the  lamp  of  their  life  burns 
low,  and  the  last  hour  has  come, 
they  will  send  for  one  of  God’s 
ministers  to  help  them  face 
an  insulted  God,  and  like  very 
cowards  they  will  seek  to  creep 
into  heaven.  They  have  exiled 
God  all  their  lives,  and  now  that 
the  inevitable  end  has  come  their 
“ courage  ” is  torn  to  tatters. 

Fellow  Englishmen,  this  is  a 
picture  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
you.  Why  choose  the  wrong  ? 
Why  be  cowards  ? Why  exile 
God  from  your  public  places  ? 
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Turn  to  Him  at  once,  and  enter 
that  service  which  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  us  are  finding  to 
be  an  ever  enlarging  liberty. 
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Item  V 

God  Exiled  from  Science  and 
Literature 

rPHE  Roman  satirist,  alluding 
to  the  great  number  of  idols 
in  ancient  Athens,  declared  that  it 
was  “ easier  to  find  a god  in  Athens 
than  a man.”  But  if  historians  are 
to  be  believed,  neither  the  gods  nor 
the  men  of  that  time  were  of  much 
moral  account.  Some  of  the  men 
survive  in  their  works,  while  all 
the  gods  have  utterly  passed  away. 
One  of  their  altars  attracted  the 
attention  of  St.  Paul  as  he  passed 
from  the  Piraeus  to  the  Acropolis. 
It  was  dedicated  to 

THE  UNKNOWN  GOD. 
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Athens  was  a great  literary 
centre — the  home  of  oratory  and 
the  drama ; and  it  was  also  a 
scientific  centre  of  a kind.  But 
the  true  God  was  unknown  to 
them,  and  they  had  the  honesty  to 
confess  it. 

To-day,  however,  things  are 
changed.  We  have  a few  gods 
left : Bacchus,  Mammon,  Lust, 
Literature,  and  Science,  and  there 
is  a briskness  about  their  worship. 
There  is  no  altar,  however,  exist- 
ing to  the  unknown  God  ; in  place 
of  that  we  have  a motto  which 
appears  like  a water-mark  in  all 
the  Bacchanalian  worship  of  the 
day : in  most  of  the  Mammon 
worship  : in  much  of  the  worship 
of  Literature  and  Science.  The 
motto  is  : 

GOD  WAS,  but  IS  NOT. 

To  be  reputed  as  “literary”  or 
“ scientific  ” is  the  ambition  of  not 
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a few  men  and  women  of  our  time, 
for  the  lucky  folk  who  gain  re- 
nown in  either  of  these  depart- 
ments can  always  count  upon  a 
crowd  of  fawning  and  flattering 
sycophants,  as  well  as  upon  genuine 
admirers  : and  there  are  very  few 
people  in  this  world  who  are  really 
averse  to  admiration.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly pleasant  to  know  that 
one’s  photographs  are  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  best  shops,  alongside 
royalty  and  beauty  ; and  that 
widely  read  magazines  and  journals 
are  anxious  to  devote  columns  re- 
cording all  the  petty  details  of  our 
personal  life.  It  is  nice  to  be  quoted 
and  talked  about  with  enthusiasm. 
Nevertheless,  if  certain  literary  and 
scientific  people  are  vain  as  pea- 
cocks, literature  and  science  them- 
selves are  noble  pursuits.  If  beau- 
tiful thoughts  are  to  be  expressed, 
let  them  be  expressed  in  the  most 
beautiful  manner.  We  need  to 
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have  the  best  of  the  world’s  thought 
and  sentiment  and  language.  And 
it  is  only  the  bigoted  fanatic, 
like  the  Mohammedan  of  North 
Africa,  who  regards  modern  science 
as  proceeding  from  the  devil. 
Science — knowledge — we  need, and 
we  are  more  than  grateful  for  every 
genuine  discovery  which  specialists 
have  made  concerning  the  opera- 
tions of  Law  in  all  realms.  One 
thing  we  have  a right  to  object  to, 
and  that  is  the  confusion  which  is 
continually  made  between  guessing 
and  real  knowledge.  Men  have  no 
right  to  put  forward  opinions  and 
guesses  as  if  they  were  fully 
authenticated  facts.  Yet  this  is 
not  infrequently  done.  The  re- 
tractions and  corrections  which 
scientists  have  been  compelled  to 
make  in  the  face  of  fresh  facts 
should  at  least  teach  them  the 
lesson  of  modesty,  but  persons 
take  ungracefully  to  that  subject 
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Now  how  is  God  regarded  by 
Literature  and  Science?  Here, 
again,  we  must  discriminate  : there 
is  literature  and  literature  : science 
and  science,  or  rather,  scientists 
and  scientists.  How  does  very 
much  of  latter-day  literature  treat 
Almighty  God  ? It  exiles  Him. 
In  many  of  the  most  fascinating 
books  published  lately  neither  the 
Name  of  God  nor  His  Spirit  ap- 
pear. As  for  His  Commandments, 
they  are  often  unblushingly  defied. 
The  trend  of  a great  deal  of  modern 
literature  is  antagonistic  towards 
Christian  Faith  and  morals.  A 
false  liberalism  is  proclaimed,  and 
the  old  doctrine  is  re-enunciated — 
“Every  man  his  own  god  ; let  each 
please  himself.”  I am  not  forget- 
ting the  pure  and  inspiring  books 
of  Ian  Maclaren  and  Mr.  Crockett, 
nor  the  work  of  Dr.  Nicoll  and 
many  others  ; but  these  men  are 
Christians  whose  morality  is  fixed 
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for  them  by  God.  I am  speaking 
of  general  literature.  Who  will  deny 
the  accusation  which  is  made  ? 
Who  will  say  that  literature  takes 
God  into  its  confidence  ? There 
is  no  need  that  literature  should 
always  use  the  language  of  ortho- 
dox Christianity — few  would  desire 
that ; but  where  the  true  love  of 
God  exists  it  must  colour  a man’s 
work ; and  even  if  he  avoided 
technical  religious  expressions,  the 
Spirit  of  God  would  be  manifested 
throughout  his  pages. 

If  it  is  true  that  “ every  good 
gift  comes  down  from  above,”  then 
the  gift  of  literature  is  the  gift  of 
God,  and  ought  to  secure  a devout 
recognitio?i  in  all  the  underlying 
spirit  of  a mads  ivork.  But  how 
many  of  our  literary  men  believe 
any  such  thing  as  this  ? If  they 
did  believe  it,  some  of  them  would 
not  dare  to  have  written  what  they 
have  given  to  the  world. 
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To  deviate  the  minds  of  men 
further  from  God  by  the  prostitu- 
tion of  a beautiful  gift,  is  a sin 
which  will  not  escape  notice  at  the 
Judgment.  God  have  mercy  upon 
the  men  whose  writings  seduce 
their  fellows  into  further  sin,  or 
at  least  into  carelessness  about 
the  greatest  matters.  How  does 
Science  treat  God  ? or  rather,  how 
do  scientists  treat  Him  ? First  of 
all,  we  must  ask,  What  is  the  work 
of  a scientist  ? It  is  not  for  him  to 
start  out  with  the  belief  that  rigid 
Law  rules  everywhere,  and  that 
he  must  make  his  facts  fit  in  with 
that  theory.  This  is  apparently 
the  principle  upon  which  some 
men  work.  They  tell  you  with 
all  the  coolness  possible  that  this 
thing  is  “ impossible,”  and  that  the 
other  “ cannot  be,”  because  their 
observations  have  apparently  estab- 
lished the  conclusions  that  certain 
laws  operate  with  unyielding  uni- 
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formity.  While  there  is  undoubt- 
edly very  much  truth  in  what  men 
have  observed,  yet  such  a word 
as  “ impossible  ” should  be  used 
with  all  reserve.  We  are  not  yet 
in  a position  to  speak  dogmatically 
with  reference  to  many  things  con- 
cerning which  we  are  certain  that 
the  last  word  has  not  been  spoken. 
Certainly  we  have  not  the  smallest 
right  to  affirm  that  “ natural  law  ” 
works  quite  automatically,  and  that 
God  Himself  can  only  behold  with 
helpless  anxiety  the  machine  which 
He  constructed  but  which  He  can- 
not control.  For  any  one  to  affirm, 
as  an  anti-Christian  novelist  did  a 
few  years  back,  that  “ miracles  do 
not  happen,”  and  to  assert  that 
they  never  did  and  cannot  happen 
because  the  “laws  of  nature”  forbid, 
is  to  be  guilty  of  an  impertinence 
which  would  not  be  suffered  in  any 
other  department  of  life.  To  say 
the  least  of  it,  it  is  repugnant  to 
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our  sense  of  honesty  to  assume 
that  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
world's  best  men  as  to  the  reality 
of  the  fact  of  miracle  is,  after  all, 
false,  or  an  ignorant  delusion.  Men 
of  the  first  and  following  centuries 
were  as  capable  of  judging  evidence 
as  are  men  of  the  nineteenth  ; in- 
deed, we  have  recently  beheld  the 
spectacle  of  one  or  two  of  our 
renowned  scientists  being  utterly 
deceived  by  the  imposture  of  an 
ignorant  Creole.  Let  us  be  careful 
how  we  boast  of  our  own  clever- 
ness while  we  belittle  the  evidence 
of  other  people. 

Somehow,  many  of  our  scientists, 
while  admitting  the  existence  of 
God,  have  nevertheless  assumed 
that  His  personal  superintendence 
over  the  affairs  of  the  universe  is 
not  at  all  necessary,  nor  indeed  is 
it,  say  they,  apparent  that  He  does 
interfere  with  things.  Hence  the 
deduction  is  easy — there  is  no  gain 
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in  prayer,  it  is  a useless  exercise,  so 
far  as  influencing  God  is  concerned. 
And  the  further  deduction  is  also 
quite  easy:  if  it  is  useless  to  pray  to 
Him,  why  deal  ivith  Him  at  all ? 
His  alleged  personal  love  of  us  is 
a fiction,  since  His  iron  laws  pre- 
vent Him  from  getting  at  us,  and 
our  love  of  Him  is  affection  wasted. 

That  this  spirit  has  entered 
deeply  into  men  we  have  abundant 
proof  in  what  their  scientific  books 
omit.  One  modern  popular  book 
on  Astronomy  simply  omits  all 
reference  to  God  of  every  kind. 
David's  study  of  the  heavens  made 
him  burst  into  sacred  song  and 
adoration  of  God.  If  God  is  real 
to  a man,  the  study  of  God's  works 
must  unstring  his  tongue  and  elicit 
his  thanksgivings.  But  when  a 
man  can  write  a book  of  nine 
hundred  pages  on  the  fascinating 
science  of  Astronomy,  and  make 
no  reference  whatever  to  a personal 
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God,  it  is  fully  manifest  that  God 
does  not  mean  much  to  that  man. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  add  that  it  is 
an  insult  to  the  Almighty  to  study 
with  such  assiduity  the  work  of 
creation,  and  to  ignore  the  wisdom 
of  the  Creator.  The  writer  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  speaks  of 
creation  as  the  clothing  of  God . 
The  man  who  studies  creation 
without  finding  the  Creator  is  as 
wise  as  a person  who  carefully  ex- 
amines a wardrobe,  and  then  com- 
plains that  he  cannot  discover  any 
evidence  of  a living  being  therein. 

When  good  men  of  the  olden 
time  studied  nature,  they  sang  their 
lyrics  in  honour  of  God  ; the  men 
of  our  time  are  frequently  so  ab- 
sorbed in  the  study  of  the  little  and 
the  material  that  they  have  no  eyes 
left  for  the  Great  Spirit.  Science 
ought  to  be  the  most  religious  of 
all  pursuits,  because  it  exposes  the 
hidden  beauties  of  the  Creator’s 
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work.  But  men  are  easily  intoxi- 
cated with  a draught  of  knowledge, 
and  there  is  a pride  within  us  which 
even  dares  to  measure  the  Creator 
with  the  first  paltry  measure  which 
we  happen  to  find.  The  best  in- 
structed among  men  know  but  little, 
and  the  fact  of  our  limitations 
should  make  us  diffident.  But  let 
this  be  clearly  understood,  that  the 
greater  part  of  our  education,  use- 
ful as  it  is  in  this  world  to  enable  us 
to  make  our  way  among  men,  will 
be  of  no  use  to  us  in  our  life  beyond 
the  grave.  Clever  or  dull,  we  shall 
one  day  die : clever  or  dull,  we 
shall  stand  before  God  : clever  or 
dull,  we  shall  “ receive  the  things 
done  in  the  body  ” : clever  or  dull, 
we  shall  have  to  account  for  our 
earthly  life  : clever  or  dull,  we  shall 
be  rewarded  or  condemned.  The 
fleeting  things  which  were  adored 
here  will  scarcely  have  place  at  all 
in  the  life  beyond  the  grave.  The 
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great  questions  we  shall  have  to 
answer  there  will  be,  not  whether 
we  knew  much  about  the  stars,  or 
worms,  or  ants,  bees  and  wasps,  or 
chemistry  : but  whether  we  fulfilled 
the  end  for  which  we  were  created : 
whether  we  loved  God  supremely 
with  all  the  heart  and  soul  and 
strength,  and  whether  we  tried  to 
spread  that  love  among  our  fellow- 
men.  We  shall  cut  a sorry  figure 
if  we  excel  only  in  the  less,  and 
fail  in  the  greater.  Now  will 
you  consider  this  ? All  legitimate 
knowledge  may  be  accumulated,  all 
legitimate  things  may  be  enjoyed  : 
but  no  knowledge  is  legitimate,  no 
pleasure  is  lawful,  if  in  their  pursuit 
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God  Exiled  from  Commerce 


OMMERCE  is  to  the  life  of  a 


nation  what  the  ocean  is  to 
the  life  of  the  globe.  Both  have 
their  ebbs  and  flows  : both  preserve 
us  from  stagnation,  and  both  are 
the  occasions  of  much  wreckage. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  world 
commerce  was  of  a very  simple 
character,  and  one  or  two  rudimen- 
tary ideas  governed  it.  Men  bar- 
tered one  kind  of  goods  for  another. 
The  primary  object  was  to  main- 
tain existence  by  obtaining  the 
necessities  of  life.  A later  reason 
was  the  procuring  of  luxuries  : but 
as  the  human  family  increased  and 
social  life  changed  its  primitive 
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character,  the  ideas  of  profit  and 
accumulation  possessed  men,  and 
the  inevitable  division  of  society 
into  rich  and  poor,  into  masters  and 
servants,  followed.  Legitimate  en- 
terprise is  worthy  of  reward,  while 
indolence  deserves  to  suffer  loss. 
So  long  as  men  are  free  to  exercise 
the  spirit  of  adventure,  so  long  will 
the  ranks  of  humanity  be  divided. 
This  is  inevitable. 

But  division  is  one  thing,  oppres- 
sion is  quite  another,  and  it  is  a 
fact  about  which  there  cannot  be 
the  shadow  of  a doubt  that  in  our 
modern  commercial  system  there 
is  an  awful  amount  of  oppression. 
Our  countrymen  have  had  placed 
before  them  the  most  startling 
revelations  of  the  methods  em- 
ployed by  many  capitalists  to  aug- 
ment their  stock  of  wealth.  In  one 
notable  case  a merchant  died  leav- 
ing behind  him  more  than  two 
millions  of  money . He  started  life 
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as  a penniless  boy,  and  in  forty-five 
years  had  accumulated  that  gigantic 
sum  of  money.  How  had  he  ob- 
tained it?  To  his  eternal  shame, 
it  must  be  stated  that  he  had 
sweated  the  greater  part  of  it  out 
of  his  employes,  for  more  than  half 
of  his  workmen  and  workwomen 
were  paid  scandalously  low  wages. 
Another  case  was  that  of  a certain 
firm  which  paid  a high  dividend, 
but  whose  female  employes  were 
so  poorly  remunerated  that  many 
of  them  were  compelled  to  resort 
to  shameful  means  in  order  to  live 
and  to  maintain  a respectable  ap- 
pearance. Hood's  “ Song  of  the 
Shirt  ” might,  with  few  alterations, 
be  sung  at  this  hour  by  many  a 
poor  sweated  soul.  Women  are 
toiling  with  needle  and  machine, 
often  far  into  the  night,  their  health 
being  ruined  in  the  process,  making 
garments  for  merchants  to  sell,  and 
their  recompense  is  so  small  that 
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it  barely  provides  for  life’s  neces- 
sities. The  spirit  of  modern  com- 
merce inspires  men  to  indulge  in 
ruinous  competition  and  an  almost 
reckless  dualism  : it  leads  directly 
to  injustice  towards  employes,  and 
thus  violates  the  sanctity  of  hu- 
manity. The  idea  seems  to  be  in 
many  quarters,  “ make  money — 
never  mind  how — but  make  it” 
Men  are  worrying  and  scheming, 
and  frequently  resorting  to  the 
shabbiest  of  tricks  in  order  to 
possess  money.  The  true  idea  of 
commerce  is  being  engulphed  in 
the  vortex  of  money-getting.  The 
very  sin  that  Christ  so  persistently 
denounced  is  the  sin  which  men 
seem  to  relish  so  particularly  ; 
namely,  the  sin  of  COVETOUSNESS. 

Over  the  portals  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  in  London  is  written  so 
that  all  may  read, 

“ The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the 
fulness  thereof!' 
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To  associate  the  name  of  “The 
Lord  ” with  much  of  the  business 
done  in  commercial  circles  is  the 
most  grotesque  of  mockeries.  In- 
deed, men  seem  to  accept  as  truth 
the  rotten  axiom  that  “ religion  and 
business  are  separate  things .”  God 
is  not  supposed  to  have  any  right 
of  interference  in  business  matters. 
He  has  other  work  to  do,  men 
think,  to  which  He  should  confine 
Himself.  He  ought  to  be  content 
with  a courteous  recognition  for  a 
couple  of  hours  on  Sundays  : to 
expect  more  than  this  is  unreason- 
able. And  so  men  exile  God  from 
the  commercial  life  of  the  time. 

But  is  this  a just  thing  to  do  ? 
Have  we  any  right  to  bid  God  re- 
main without  the  circle  of  commer- 
cial life  ? And  further,  will  He 
consent  to  be  dealt  with  in  this 
peremptory  fashion  ? Putting  aside 
all  our  predilections,  these  two 
questions  have  to  be  faced  and 
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answered  satisfactorily.  He  makes 
a double  demand  upon  us  in  our 
business  relations : first,  He  de- 
mands that  we  should  recognise 
Him  as  God  with  all  its  conse- 
quences ; and  secondly,  that  we 
should,  because  of  that , recognise 
man  as  man. 

He  demands  to  be  recognised  as 
chief  in  all  matters  which  relate  to 
our  life.  Turn,  if  you  please,  to 
the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  St.  Matthew,  and  there 
read  what  JESUS  CHRIST  (God  in 
the  flesh)  has  to  say  about  this 
matter.  He  recognises  man’s  need 
of  food,  clothing,  and  all  life’s  ne- 
cessities, and  then  He  says,  “ Seek 
FIRST  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
His  righteousness,  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you” 
These  are  not  the  words  of  a 
theorist  or  a fanatic  ; they  are  the 
words  of  one  who  demonstrated  by 
sign  again  and  again  repeated  that 
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when  He  was  fully  trusted  He 
could  and  would  meet  man’s  need. 
And  this  dictum  of  His  as  to  the 
need  of  seeking  the  rulership  of 
God  over  all  life  FIRST  must  be 
taken  as  final. 

But  beyond  being  the  dictum  of 
an  infallible  speaker,  there  is  strong 
logic  in  the  position  which  Christ 
insists  upon.  You  say  that  God 
has  no  concern  with  business,  that 
it  is  beyond  His  province  ! Fool ! 
vou  have  to  deal  with  Him  whether 
you  will  or  not . All  you  can  do  is 
to  manipulate.  He  must  create. 
You  make  your  profit  out  of  flour, 
or  bread,  or  wheat.  What  would 
you  do  if  God  refused  to  grow  the 
wheat  for  you  ? Your  business 
concerns  fruit  and  vegetables  and 
other  products  of  the  earth  ; what 
a plight  you  would  be  in  if  God’s 
sun  and  God’s  rain  and  God’s 
soil  refused  their  kindly  productive 
offices  ! 


77 


GOD  EXILED 


You  deal  in  clothes,  but  you  can 
only  arrange  material  which  God 
has  provided  for  you.  His  are  the 
cattle  from  which  you  get  your 
skins  and  wool  and  hair.  What- 
ever is  your  business,  you  cannot 
escape  utter  dependence  upon  the 
bounty  of  God.  Whether  you  hate 
Him  or  love  Him,  you  cannot 
escape  the  fact  that  you  are  a pen- 
sioner upon  His  charity.  If  you 
despise  Him,  you  add  to  ingrati- 
tude the  crime  of  sacrilege.  Since 
this  be  true,  can  you  not  perceive 
that  God  has  an  indisputable  right 
to  be  consulted  in  the  matter  of 
daily  business  ? 

And  because  of  this  He  demands 
that  man  shall  be  recognised  as 
man.  The  bond  of  humanity  does 
not  spring  from  the  accident  that 
we  have  a common  likeness  to 
each  other,  but  from  the  fact  that 
we  are  all  related  to  God,  and 
therefore  to  each  other.  All  souls 
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are  God’s : we  may  not  therefore 
treat  them  as  if  they  were  ours. 
God  will  severely  deal  with  any 
man  who  illtreats  his  fellow,  for 
in  damaging  a fellow-being  we 
damage  the  property  of  God. 
Whatever  we  have  we  hold  in 
trust  for  God.  The  wise  man’s 
wisdom  is  not  given  to  him  for 
the  gratification  of  his  vanity,  but 
for  the  instruction  of  the  ignorant. 
The  rich  man’s  money  is  not  his 
for  his  exclusive  use  ; he  holds  it 
in  trust  for  God’s  poor  and  for 
God’s  kingdom.  If  these  talents 
which  are  entrusted  to  us  by  our 
Master  and  for  our  Master  are 
improperly  used,  you  may  easily 
guess  what  the  consequences  will 
be.  Very  well  ! Then  in  com- 
mercial life  the  principle  of  human- 
ity must  prevail,  not  in  the  sense 
of  an  exercise  of  graciousness,  but 
in  the  sense  of  a strict  and  irre- 
scindable  duty.  How  do  sweating 
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and  under-pay,  and  over-long 
hours,  and  tyranny  and  unreason- 
ableness look  in  this  light?  And 
how,  in  this  view,  are  we  to  regard 
the  conduct  of  some  employers 
who  compel  their  assistants  to 
make  false  statements  about  the 
quality  of  goods  on  pain  of  dismis- 
sion ? What  revelations  await  the 
day  of  judgment ! 

Merchants  and  men  of  business, 
look  ye  to  your  ways.  There  is  a 
God,  and  a God  who  insists  upon 
being  FIRST  in  everything.  Do 
not  practise  the  impiety  of  ignor- 
ing His  righteousness.  At  all 
costs  let  the  law  of  God  be  the 
law  of  your  business. 

This  chapter  has  dealt  with  the 
matter  in  a general  way.  It  is  a 
matter  for  sincere  thanksgiving 
that  there  are  a number  of  mer- 
chants in  the  country  whose  busi- 
ness affairs  are  evidently  arranged 
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upon  the  plan  of  Christian  right- 
eousness. It  is  not  only  just  to 
recognise  their  work,  but  it  is  a 
great  joy  to  point  it  out. 
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Item  VII 

Why  God  Tolerates  His  Exile  ! 

MEN  who  contemplate  the 
wonderful  life  of  God 
nearly  always  fasten  their  atten- 
tion upon  one  of  His  attributes 
which  seems  to  them  to  stand  out 
from  all  the  rest.  I say  “seems” 
so  to  them,  for  in  reality  there  can 
be  no  one-sidedness  in  God — He 
is  perfection.  Indeed,  it  is  almost 
necessary  in  our  state  of  limitation 
that  we  have  a devotion  to  one 
particular  characteristic  of  His 
Blessed  Life,  although  we  are  not 
to  be  one-sided  ; for  to  magnify 
one  attribute  at  the  expense  of 
another  is  a certain  road  to  heresy. 
We  may,  however,  while  remem- 
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bering  always  that  God  is  abso- 
lutely perfect,  think  with  special 
love  of  the  particular  attribute 
which  has  drawn  us  nearer  to 
Himself.  Some  are  drawn  by  His 
love  : others  are  attracted  by  His 
justice,  while  others  are  most  at 
home  in  the  contemplation  of  His 
power.  But  whatever  be  our 
special  devotion,  there  is  one  thing 
in  God  which  astonishes  all  serious 
people,  and  that  is 

HIS  PATIENCE. 

It  is  only  second  to  His  Love,  and 
it  is  the  outcome  of  His  Love.  It 
seems  at  times  almost  incredible, 
and  at  other  times  we  scarcely 
notice  it  because  we  are  so  used 
to  it.  The  Bible  is  full  of  it,  both 
in  express  statement  and  in  many 
an  illustration.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  history  of  the  children  of  Is- 
rael : what  is  it  but  a history  of  the 
Divine  Patience?  He  had  been  at 
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almost  infinite  trouble  over  them. 
In  every  way  He  sought  to  detach 
them  from  their  sin,  and  when  at 
last  the  stroke  did  fall  it  came 
because  it  was  the  only  thing  left 
for  Him  to  do.  Take  the  history 
of  the  Gentile  nations.  How  long 
He  waited  for  the  antediluvians, 
for  the  Ninevites,  for  the  Canaan- 
ites  ! — so  long  that  the  cup  of 
iniquity  was  running  over  and 
justice  demanded  that  the  pollu- 
tion should  cease.  Turn  to  our- 
selves, and  think  of  His  amaz- 
ing patience  with  us.  Can  you 
imagine  what  the  spectacle  of  the 
world's  evil  must  be  to  His  awful 
purity  ? Day  and  night  the  world 
exhales  the  noxious  stench  of  sin 
— sin  of  every  imaginable  kind, 
oppression,  pride,  gluttony,  drunk- 
enness, blasphemy,  impurity  ; it  all 
goes  on  without  ceasing.  Even  to 
us  the  more  offensive  forms  of  evil 
are  intolerable,  and  we  only  know 
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a minute  amount  of  what  actually 
takes  place,  in  addition  to  which 
we  ourselves  are  not  immaculate. 
But  God  sees  it  all  as  we  cannot 
see  it.  He  beholds  its  variety,  its 
quantity,  its  persistency.  Known 
to  Him  are  all  the  orgies  and  all 
the  shameful  acts  which  take  place 
under  cover  of  the  darkness.  And 
this  has  gone  on  for  years,  and 
He  seems  to  have  made  no  sign. 
Some  of  us  perchance  congratulate 
ourselves  that  at  least  we  have 
avoided  those  grosser  forms  of 
evil  into  which  so  many  have, 
unhappily,  fallen.  But  have  we 
really  any  ground  of  boasting  ? 
How  have  we  treated  God  ? As 
His  subjects  we  have  not  been 
perfectly  loyal  : as  His  creatures 
we  have  not  been  reverent ; as  His 
property  we  have  defrauded  Him. 
He  has  expended  thought  and 
charity  upon  us  : His  sun  has 
shone  upon  us,  His  rain  and  snows 
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have  come,  His  harvests  have 
ripened  for  our  benefit,  He  has 
sent  us  many  messengers  of  every 
conceivable  kind  to  call  us  unto 
Himself,  and  how  have  we  re- 
turned His  kindness  ? A man 
who  owns  a cow  or  a dog  expects 
milk  from  the  one  and  obedience 
from  the  other  ; but  what  has  God 
ever  got  out  of  us  by  way  of 
return  for  His  unbounded  kind- 
ness ? If  you  tell  me  that  you  are 
infinitely  above  cattle,  then  I reply 
that  your  return  to  your  Master 
ought  to  be  infinitely  higher  than 
theirs : but  what  has  been  the 
return  ? How  have  we  treated 
Him?  We  have  quarrelled  with 
His  weather  if  it  did  not  please 
us : we  have  shown  irritation  if 
He  happened  to  do  what  crossed 
us  : we  have  suspected  Him  and 
fenced  off  life  from  His  interfer- 
ence so  far  as  we  could  ; and 
generally  we  have  treated  Him  as 
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if  He  were  our  Slave  instead  of 
our  Master.  And  yet  He  has 
spared  us  and  been  kind  to  us. 
We  have  been  covetous,  yet  He 
has  treated  us  better  than  Gehazi 
was  treated,  who  was  made  leper 
for  his  sin.  We  have  been  false, 
and  yet  the  fate  of  Ananias  and 
Sapphira  has  not  overtaken  us. 
Why,  why,  why  has  He  treated 
us  with  such  consideration  ? Cer- 
tainly the  reason  is  not  because 
He  is  impotent  to  punish,  or  that 
He  is  afraid  of  us.  All  forces  are 
at  His  command,  and  any  one  of 
them  might  be  directed  against 
us.  It  would  be  the  easiest  thing 
for  Him  to  remove  us  if  He  chose. 
His  bearing  with  us  is  far  removed 
from  incompetency.  Why  has  He 
spared  us  ? Why  has  He  per- 
mitted us  to  exile  Him  from  our 
lives?  We  need  not  guess;  we 
have  an  authoritative  reply.  Heed 
this  : 
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“ For  My  names  sake  will  1 defer 
Mine  anger , and  for  My  praise  will 
I refrain  for  thee , that  I cut  thee  not 
ojf  ” (Isa.  xlvii.  9). 

Never  mind  the  connection  of 
this  verse  with  the  chapter  in 
which  it  stands ; the  principal 
enunciated  here  is  an  eternal  one. 
God  has  (let  it  be  said  with 
deepest  reverence)  a reputation  to 
maintain : blind  fury  is  not  in 
Him.  He  is  Love.  He  will  not 
annihilate  at  the  moment  every 
creature  that  opposes  His  will. 
There  are  reasons  within  Himself 
why  He  should  wait  awhile. 

But  there  is  another  reason  for 
His  patience — hear  it : “ The  Lord 
is  longsuffering  to  usward , not 
willing  that  any  should  perish , but 
that  all  should  come  to  repentance  ” 
(2  Pet.  iii.  9). 

A sentence  like  that  ought  to 
break  a man’s  heart.  Think  of  it : 
here  are  we  sinning  against  God 
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and  slighting  Him,  and  deliber- 
ately courting  destruction,  and 
here  is  He  delaying  His  anger  and 
waiting  for  our  return  to  Himself. 
What  makes  sin  so  awful  is  that 
it  is  committed  in  face  of  such  ten- 
derness and  such  patience.  In  a 
few  minutes  you  and  I,  reader,  will 
part  company.  Before  we  take 
our  leave  of  each  other,  I ask  an 
Englishman's  permission  to  entreat 
you  not  to  sport  with  the  compas- 
sions of  the  Most  High  ; let  His 
goodness  lead  you  to  repentance. 
A bee  will  extract  honey  from  a 
flower,  while  a spider  will,  from  the 
same  flower,  take  poison.  You 
may  turn  the  sweetness  of  God’s 
charity  into  bitterness  if  you  will ; 
but  will  a wise  man  do  this  ? 

A final  reason  for  the  patience 
of  God  is,  that  all  excuses  may 
be  removed  from  us.  If  it  is  our 
sad,  self-inflicted  lot  to  be  driven 
into  exile  from  God,  let  it  be 
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understood  that  we  ourselves  must 
bear  all  the  blame  and  the  shame. 
In  no  way  can  God  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  our  loss.  No  man 
has  any  valid  exchse  for  robbing 
God  of  His  rights,  nor  for  robbing 
himself  of  the  blessings  of  salva- 
tion. There  are  no  obstacles  in 
the  way  on  the  part  of  God.  The 
barrier  of  sin  has  been  dealt 
with  by  Jesus  Christ  upon  the 
Cross  : the  infirmity  of  man’s  weak- 
ness is  met  by  Divine  power 
which  is  offered  to  every  man 
irrespective  of  idiosyncrasy,  tem- 
perament, or  surroundings.  The 
way  is  open  to  God  through  Jesus 
Christ.  All  may,  if  they  will,  be 
true,  pure,  righteous,  and  all  that 
God  means  they  should  be.  He  has 
given  us  time  to  settle  these  things, 
and  if  we  do  not  make  a proper 
use  of  it,  all  excuse  is  taken  away 
from  us — hence  God’s  patience. 

* * * * 
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The  question  we  started  out 
with  in  this  final  chapter  was, 
“ Why  does  God  tolerate  His 
exile  ” ? And  the  threefold  an- 
swer is  before  us. 

Now  there  is  one  further  thing 
to  say,  and  then  I have  done. 
You  will  most  likely  not  care  for 
it,  but  we  must  face  it,  and  it  is 
this,  that  one  day  that  patience  oj 
God  will  be  tired  out , and  then 
will  come 

THE  EXILE  OF  MAN. 

I am  well  aware  that  this  repre- 
sentation of  God  will  not  be  ap- 
proved by  those  who  depict  Him 
as  a genial  and  benevolent  person 
who  is  too  good-natured  to  be 
stern.  For  my  part,  I frankly  con- 
fess that  the  ideal  God,  who  is 
“ love  and  nothing  else,”  does  not 
inspire  me  with  any  amount  of 
confidence.  Nor  can  I find  any 
trace  of  such  a being  in  the  Bible 
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or  in  history.  Men  are  fond  of 
quoting  St.  John's  marvellous 
phrase,  “ God  is  Love”  but  they 
are  not  so  anxious  to  call  atten- 
tion to  his  other  phrase  written  in 
the  same  epistle,  “ God  is  Light .” 
With  all  my  heart  I believe  that 
God  is  Love,  but  I cannot  and  will 
not  believe  that  “ God  is  senti- 
ment!' Love  is  not  an  indiscrimi- 
nate benediction  upon  good  and 
bad  alike.  Love  which  approves 
the  good  must,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  reject  the  bad.  “Ye  that 
love  the  Lord,  hate  evil."  A great 
German  has  said,  “ If  a man  sows 
exile  from  God,  he  cannot  but 
reap  the  same."  There  is  a 
Nemesis  which  pursues  every  bad 
man,  and  the  punishment  will  bear 
some  likeness  to  the  sin.  If  we 
exile  God  from  life,  and  we  do  it 
persistently  and  finally,  our  punish- 
ment will  be  that  we  must  continue 
as  we  commenced.  We  chose  exile, 
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we  must  accept  our  choice.  As 
Joseph  Cook  has  so  ably  pointed 
out  in  a popular  manner,  all  char- 
acter tends  to  permanence  : final 
permanence  can  come  but  once  : 
when  it  does  come,  it  is  irrevocable. 
The  Bible,  which  reveals  God’s 
love,  certainly  speaks  of  God’s 
patience  being  tired  out. 

“ Thou  hast  forsaken  Me , saith 
the  Lord ' thou  art  gone  back- 
ward: therefore  will  I stretch  out 
My  hand  against  thee  and  destroy 
thee : I am  zveary  with  repent- 
ing!’ 

The  contemplation  of  final  exile 
from  God  is  so  awful  that  we  can- 
not wonder  at  men’s  attempts  to 
construct  theories  which  may  de- 
stroy the  force  of  it.  We  had 
better  let  speculation  alone  and 
see  to  it  that  we  avoid  the  sin , then 
we  need  fear  no  punishment.  One 
has  a contempt  for  men  whose 
chief  concern  is  to  sin  as  much 
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as  they  can,  and  who  then  try 
and  evade  the  punishment.  Let 
us  turn  our  attention  to  our  ways 
and  mend  them  : to  our  sins  and 
forsake  them  : to  our  God  and 
love  Him.  And,  above  all,  let  us 
scorn  to  assist  men  in  their  sinful 
ways  by  holding  out  to  them  a 
certain  hope  of  redemption  in 
another  state.  We  may  hope  for 
men,  but  we  have  no  right  to  pro- 
claim as  a certainty  what  is  at 
best  but  a slender  hope.  In  view 
of  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  about 
the  “ outer  darkness,”  and  His 
other  words  of  warning,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  the  sinner’s  woe  will 
be  no  light  matter.  What  will  be 
its  nature  no  one  can  tell : but  to 
be  in  exile,  far  from  God  ! — can 
anything  be  worse  ? Again  I say, 
leave  speculation  alone  and  deal 
with  facts,  and  the  facts  are 
these  : 

That  God  has  every  right  to  us. 

94 


HIS  EXILE 


That  many  of  us  have  robbed 
Him  of  His  rights. 

That  we  have  banished  Him 
from  the  active  Mastership  of 
our  lives. 

That  this  exiling  of  God  is  a 
shameful  thing. 

That  He  permits  this  abuse  of 
our  freedom  because  of  His 
love  and  His  patience. 

That  one  day  that  Patience  will 
be  tired  out. 

That  one  day  a bad  character 
will  be  irrevocably  fixed  in 
badness. 

That  for  such  a man  the  only 
possible  thing  is  exile  from 
God.  He  could  not  ap- 
preciate God  if  He  were  with 
Him. 

Our  chance  is  not  yet  over, 
thank  God.  We  may  yet  begin  to 
do  the  right  and  to  treat  God  as 
He  should  be  treated.  We  may 
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come  to  Him  in  penitence  through 
Jesus  Christ.  If  we  come,  we  are 
assured  of  a welcome  ; and  if  we 
are  wise,  we  shall  come 

NOW. 
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